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TO. 
The REVEREND 


Mr. SAMUEL DAWSON, 
Rev. SIR, 


AFTER yielding to the opinion and ſolicitations 
of others, in the publication of the following 
diſcourſe ; to whom, can I with greater propriety, 
dedicate it, than to you : whoſe early care and 
fidelity as a maſter, and prudent affeftionate advice as 
a friend, laid the foundation of my future ſtudies and 
purſuits, and have a claim to my warmeſt acknow- 
ledgments. The writer pretends not to have offered 
any new arguments upon a ſubject which hath been 
ſo often canvaſſed : He only preſents and begs 
your acceprance of an antient ſtory, dreſſed up in ſuch 
a manner, as he hopes may illuſtrate what bas been 
frequently urged under a diflerent form; and 
ſtrengthen thoſe genera] principles upon which he 
apprehends, the ſpread and intereſt of truth depend. 
And here, give me leaye to expreſs the pleaſure 
which (while engaged in this ſubject) I have receiv- 
ed from reflecting ; that there are perſons riſing up 
in the eſtabliſhed church, who breath ſomething of 
the ſame noble ſpirit, which animated the breaſt of 
the prophet Micaiah, From ſuch appearances ; I 
cannot help looking forward with ſatis faction to ſome 
ſuture era ; in the hope of that glorious and long 
18 wilhed 


Dire 
wiſhed for event: A reſormation” arifing from the 


clergy themſelves, I figure in my imagination, a 
period ; when all the worthy and conſcientious part 
of that reverend body of men, ſhall no longer have 
their minds harraſſed with preſcriptions and articjes of 
human compoſure ; bur nobly ſtrengthening; -and 
ſtrengthened by cach other, they will plead, aud plead 
effectually, for that liberty wherewith Cnniir has 
made them free; and render the church all gloticus 
within. If I am too ſanguine in my hopes; 1 do not 
outgo the wiſhes, of many ſincere friends to the in- 


rereſtsof truth and chriſtianity, of every denomination. 


It is even acircumſtance no longer to be concealed ; 
that the moſt wiſe and excellent members of your 


church, join heartily with thoſe who ha e been repre- 


ſented (tho fallly) as its bitter enemies, in this wiſh ; 
namely, that while deiſts on the one hand, and enthuſi- 
aſts on the other, are taking ſuch advantages againſt the 
public teachers of religion, they might not have it 
in their power, with any degree of plaufibility, to 


urge; that theſe, eicher preach contrary to thoſe articles 


which they have ſolemnly ſubſcribed ; or, thro? an ad- 
herence to them deliver doctrines, which on ſcripture 
authority, they cannot defend. That you may long 
be continued an ornament to your profeſſion, and a 


friend to the religious and beſt intereſts of mankind, 
1s the ſincere wiſh, 
of your aſſectionate Relative, Friend, 


and humble Servant, 


RADCLIFFrE SCHOLEFIELD. 


A 


SERMON, &c. 
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I. KINGS, xXXIi. 14. 


And Micaiab ſaid, as the LORD liveth, what 
the 1 O ay faith u unto 0 me, that will I ſpeak; 


ſwer, to a very baſe propoſal. 
An anſwer, which reflects the 
higheſt honour on its author; 


and, in a connected light, 
affords Greral valuable hints of inſtruction to 


mankind, thro! all ages, and in every ſituation. 


THe circumſtances, which gave riſe to it, 
are as follow.----Ahab, one of the worſt of the 
kings of Iſrael, being defirous of recovering 
* from the Syrians, engaged 


A Jeho- 


\ 


[2] 
Jehoſhaphat, king of Judea, in an alliance 
with him: This laſt, a prince remarkable 
for his piety and truſt in Gop, requeſted the 


opinion of the prophets, as to the preſent en- 


terpriſe ; and Ahab, willing, at all events, to 
ſecure his approbation, and concurrence, 
quickly aſſembled them together, to the num- 
ber of four hundred; who all, with one ac- 
cord, adviſed them to go up to battle; and 
aſſured them of certain victory and ſucceſs. 


WmnaTEveR there was in the manners and 
behaviour of theſe perſons; whether (as ſeems 
moſt probable) Jehoſhaphat ſuſpected they 
were the prophets of Baal ; or their flattery 
and confidence diſpleaſed him; certain it 
is, there was ſomething which excited the 
ſuſpicions of this prince, and left him unſatiſ- 
fied with their determination. He, there- 
fore, aſks whether no other prophet yet 
remained, of whom they might enquire. . 


Tur king of Iſrael, either apprehending 
that the truth could not be concealed ; or 
hoping that even the contrary opinion of one 
man would have no great weight, frankly 
acknowledged there was another; but, for 
his part, he never choſe to conſult him: nay, 


L232 
I hate him, ſaith he, becauſe he propheſieth not 
good but evil, However, at the ſolicitation 
of Jehoſhaphat, a meſſenger was diſpatched 
for him; and, in the mean time, the four 
hundred prophets employed every art to 
ſtrengthen their credit and intereſt. Zedikiah, 
in particular, made to himſelf horns of iron, 
and employing them, as an emblem, ſaid---- 
Thus ſbalt thou puſh the Syrians till thou haſt con- 


ſumed them. In which declaration they all 
unanimouſly agreed, | 


WuILE this truly ridiculous farce was 
acting in the preſence of the two kings ; the 
meſſenger, who was ſent to bring Micaiah, 
took care (either out of friendſhip to the 
prophet; or, probably, with the view of ſerv- 
ing his royal maſter) to inform him how the 
point - had already been determined ; and 
ſuggeſts what he thought a prudent and ſea- 
ſonable piece of advice.---Behold, the words of 
the prophets declare good unto the king with one 
mouth : let thy wword, I pray thee, be like the word 
of one of them, and fpeak that which is good. 


Tux words of the text contain the anſwer; 
and ſhew the emotions which ſuch a propo- 
ſal excited----for Micaiah, with a becoming 


141 
indignation and reſolution of mind, immedi, 
ately replied : As the LORD liveth, what 
the LORD ſaith unto me, that will I ſpeak. 


 'Tnvs far as to the general connection of 
the words: every other circumſtance, neceſ- 
ſary for illuſtrating the preſent ſentiment, 
will naturally fall in with the method in 
which we propoſe to diſcourſe from them. 


I. Wr ſhall conſider the temper and 
benaviour of the prophet : and then, 


| IL. ENQUIRE into, and lay before you, a 
variety of obſervations ariſing from this 
portion of the ſacred hiſtory, which appear 
of general uſe and importance. 


Tur great, leading circumſtance, which 
ſtrikes us in this declaration of the prophet, 
is the fortitude and reſolution of mind he dif- 
8 58 as appears; 


1. FRom conſidering the offence it would 
neceſſarily give the perſon before whom he 
was going to ſpeak, and with whoſe character 
and views he was well acquainted. | 


SOME 


(8) 


hn 


| 8-107 £ 
Soxts commentators have fappohd, and 

li without reafon, that Micaiah was the pro- 
phet, of whom mention 1s made in the Hi 
chapter of this book of Kings, the 44th and 
following verſes. We there 200 of his plac! 
ing himſelf in the way of Ahab ; and, by a 
lively emblem, repreſenting the folly of diſ- 
miſſing Benhadad, and the fatal conſequences 
which would attend it. The king, we are 
told, went down to his houſe heavy and ſore 
diſpleaſed : and, probably, this incident might 
occaſion the reflection in the preſent chapter, 
that he hated him, becauſe he prophefied not 
good but evil concerning him. Of this the 
prophet was fully ſenſible; and he knew 
that (being already the obj ect of his averſion) 


what he had further to offer would only 
increaſle it. | | 


Wr do not, therefore, find him, as for- 
merly, intruding upon him. He had met 
with too little ſucceſs, to hope for a favour- 
able hearing; and, probably, if not thus 
publicly called upon, would have buried 
in ſilence the prophetic view he entertained 
of his approaching overthrow and death. 
A court, ſo corrupt as Ahab's, was no 


place 


A 7 
place for a true prophet of the Loxp to 
meet with attention and regard; and this, 
much leſs, when neceſſity, not choice, occa- 
ſioned the application: when flattery, not 
truth, was profeſſedly ſought; and when, in 
the room of faithful counſel, he was deſired to 
ſerve a pieſent turn; and the moſt acceptable 
offering would have been, to ſacrifice every 


principle of integrity to royal ambition, and 
court intrigue. 


Sucu conſiderations might have been ſuffi. 
cient to awe a weaker mind, but, upon that of 
the prophet, they had no effect. He nobly 
determines, when thus called upon, to avow 
the truth; and, in oppoſition to the time- 

| ſerving « counſel of the meſſenger, immediately 

| replied. As the LORD liveth, <ohat the 
9 LORD ſaith unto me, that will I ſpeak. 

| 

| 


2. He could not but foreſee the little in- 
uence his counſel and declarations would 
have upon the minds of his hearers. 


| Tur meſſenger informed him how the 
prophets had decided the queſtion ; and 
pleads it as an argument why he ſhould fall 
in with their ſentiments ; and it muſt be 


confeſſ- 


7 

confeſſed, upon the principles of worldly 
policy; or, what is too commonly called 
Prudence, the advice was reaſonable and highly 

eligible; for what influence could the opinion 
of one perſon be ſuppoſed to have againſt ſo 
great a number? what folly and madneſs; or 
(in more modern phraſe) what hereſy, did 
there appear in diſſenting from ſo reverend a 
body, as the whole convocation of Iſraelitiſn pro- 
phets; and this before judges who might be 
ſuppoſed highly prejudiced in their favour. 
As to Ahab, his views and reſolutions were 
well known; while, in the mind of Jehoſha- 
phat, the opinion of ſo many would, naturally, 
over-balance that of a ſingle perſon, to whom 
he was equally a ſtranger ; and of whoſe 
Character he had received an unfavourable 
impreſſion. What ſtronger proofs could he 
give of the truth of his miſſion than what the 
other prophets had already offered.---- As to 
any miraculous teſtimony, the hiſtory is 
filent : while, if confidence is admitted as an 


argument; in this kind of evidence, they far 
excelled him----But farther. 


3. Tux reſolution of the prophet riſeth in 
dur view and eſtimation, according as we re- 
fect upon the certain proſpect of ſuffering 
which lay before him. Hs 


1 


— 


"tis was not going to F i in the pre- 
ſence of one on a level with himſelf; whoſe 
anger he had no reaſon to regard, or whoſe 
favour it was of no importance to cultivate 3 
but before a powerful prince, proud and 
haughty in his temper ; and ſevere and tyran- 
nical in his goverment. He was obliged to 
oppoſe his inclinations in a favourite point, 
in the accompliſhing of which, he had 
hitherto met with ſucceſs: and tho' the opinion 
of one might not deſtroy thoſe hopes, which 
the corrupt voices of ſo many prophets had 
raiſed z yet a prince of his diſpoſition would 
ſcarcely forgive the man who attempted it. 


To this we may farther add the treatment 
he might naturally expe& from the other 
prophets ; who, ſtanding high in court fa- 
your, and reſenting the inſolence of the 
perſon: who ventured to call in queſtion their 
gifts and judgment, would readily employ 
their credit and power for his deſtruction. 
Shall I? yet mention the ſentiments of the 
vulgar ; who ever, or (for the moſt part,) 
prejudiced in favour of a majority; would 
look---many with a kind of horror others 
with ſcorn-=-but ſew, with an "ohm of pity 


and 


1 

and complacency upon one who diſſented 
from a body of men, whoſe perſons they had 
been taught to revere, and whoſe opinions 
were held ſacred. Nor did the event at all 
falſify ſuch natural and juſt apprehenſions: 
For no ſooner had Micaiah delivered the will 
of the Lok, with that becoming modeſty and 
fortitude, which truth inſpires; then Zedi- 
kiah came near and ſmote him upon the 
cheek ; treating him, at the ſame time, with 
the moſt opprobious language : And Ahab 
gave command for his being put into priſon, 
and fed with the bread and water of affliction; 
until his return. I ſhall only add e 


BY bY -T HE ISL preſumptive . we 

have; that conſiderable honours and rewards 
would have been the conſequence of his com- 
pliance, and falling in with the CR and 
| views of Ahab. L | 


he 18 not n to ſuppoſe, that the 
meſſenger was employed to ſolicit his con- 
curring voice and approbation. The form of 
addreſs, and ſtrong ſymptoms of diſdain in 
the prophet's anſwer, ſeem plainly to indicate 
it Bebold now- the words of the prophets de- 
tlare good unto the king, let thy word, 1 prey 
ir B thee, 


* 7 


thee, be lile the word of one of them, and ſpeak 


that whith is gun As a friend, I would ad- 
viſe compliance with his will. Oppoſe not 
ſuch a number of voices; nor the inclina- 
tions of a prince whoſe anger can deſtroy; 
or who, for this ſervice, is well diſpoſed to re- 
ward and exalt thee. 


A man, governed by worldly and ſordid 
motives, would eaſily perceive, and with rea- 
dineſs have embraced, ſo favourable an occa- 
ſion for jecuring the countenance of the great; 
and acquiring the emoluments of the world. 
But the prophet was influenced by different 
views: He entertained no regard for honours, 
which were to be obtained at the expence of 
truth; and never conferred, under ſo wicked 
an adminiftration, but as the wages of int- 
quity. Neither the certain proſpect of fut- 
fering, nor the moſt tempting hopes of 
reward, could ſhake his reſolution, and divert 
him from his parpoſe----He nobly anſwered, 

As the L OR D liveth, what the LORD 
itz unto me, that will T ſpeak. u 


I* it ſhould here be urged, that pride and 
affectation of ſingularity might influence his 
conduct; or that with ſuch proſpects before 


him, 


„ 


him, it deſerves being cenſured as focliſh and 
raſh, rather than entitled to the appellation. of 
reſolution and fortitude : Let the nature and 
excellence of the cauſe to which he profeſſeth 
fo inflexible an adherence: be conſidered. It 
was in itſelf, the cauſe of truth; and this, as to 
objects of the utmoſt importance. The pre- 
ſent occaſion was no leſs favourable, than 
that, which Elijah had lately enjoyed, for vin. 
dicating the honour of the true Gon; and 
confirming the minds of the Ifraelites in a 
proper -regard for, and worſhip: of him. As 
his declaration, and thoſe of the other pro- 
phets, were directly oppoſite, they afforded a 
proof, according as the predictions were ful- 
filled, of the different influence under which 
they ſpoke and acted. In this light, it is 
plain, Micaiah viewed the ſubject; for when 
Ahab ſpoke of returning in peace, he repli- 
ed, If thou return at all in peace, the LORD 
has not ſpoken by me: And turning to the ſpec- 
tators, he adds, Hearken, O ye people, every one 
of you : i. e. Take notice of what paſſeth, 
in order to learn by the event, the true ob- 
ject of your worſhip, 


Tux whole, therefore, is to be conſidered 
as a. conteſt. betwixt falſe prophets, and-a 
: B 2 prophet 


* 

prophet of the Lox D; by which their reſpec- 

tive powers, and the with of their ſeveral te- 
nets, were to be decided. This was the 
conſideration which armed his breaſt with 
reſolution, and the manner of his expreſſion 
marks, at once, the warmth of his zeal, and 
the principles by which it was ſupported----- 
As the LORD liveth, ſaith be, i. e. As 
ſurely as I am perſuaded of his exiſtence, of 
his power to ſuccour, or of his favour to re- 
ward, and make me happy; ſo firmly am I 
reſolved to adhere to his cauſe, and deliver 
aN he reveals to me. 


WurLs engaged in ſo generous a defign, 
and ſerving under ſuch a maſter, it was wiſe 
in the prophet to forego the moſt flattering 
earthly proſpects, and incur the greateſt tem- 


porary evils. The favour of Ahab was ever 


uncertain, and, neceſſarily, ſhort lived; but in 
Gon he had a firm friend, and the hope of a 
durable reward. In complying with the 
ſolicitations of the meſſenger, public con- 
tempt, as well as private remorſe, would 
attend him when the event ſnewed the fallacy 
of the prediction: But from his preſent reſo- 


lution, tho' the clouds of earthly affliction 


might, for a ſeaſon, overſnadow him; yet, 
5 + in 


e 


1 
in the end, his truth and righteouſneſs would 
ſpring forth as the beams of the Kune l | 


AGAIN, x. it is objected, that Micaiah at 
firſt concurred with the prophets, and bid 
Ahab go up, and proſper ; for the Loxp 
would deliver the place into his hands---It is 
plain this was ſpoken ironically. \ There was 
ſomething in his manner, which conveyed 
different ſentiments to his hearers ; and en- 
gaged the king to adjure him that he would 
freely communicate his opinion. How ofter, 
ſaith he, ſball I adjure thee to tell me nothing 
but the truth, in the name of the LORD. 
Upon which, with the utmoſt plainneſs and 
fincerity, he foretold his approaching over- 
throw and death The prophet might em- 
ploy this method of addreſs to ſhew, the little 
effect he expected his declaration would have 
upon the mind of Ahab; or to evidence, that 
a regard to truth, and no enmity to his per- 
ſon, actuated his conduct; or, laſtly, real 
prudence might dictate this meaſure; ſince, 
while the earneſt ſolicitation of the king drew 
from him the fatal ſecret; this, ought to have 
leſſened the weight of his anger againſt him. 


Tuus do we find, upon the whole, that this 
eminent 


1 1 


eminent perſon hath left us a ſhining exam - 
ple of fortitude ; not like that falſe * 
which preſſeth into danger, becauſe unſeen; 


but founded upon reflechon, tempered by 


prudence, and ſupported by the moſt rational 
and exalted motives. 


Bur however amiable ſuch a character 
appears, merely as an object of contemplation; 
(and ſurely a good man, thus ſteady in the 
cauſe of truth, and ſuperior to the emotions of 
fear, the Ghctarinngct flattery, and the dictates 
of worldly ſelf intereſt, is the nobleſt object 
of this ſtate) yet we have attempted the 
foregoing ſketch of it, principally, with a 
view to thoſe reflexions, which obviouſly a- 
riſe from hence: with regard to the nature of 
truth in general, the manner of enquiring 
into, and judging of it; and the moſt 
effectual means, for promoting it's ſpread and 
intereſt, This leads me to the 


II. Turxd propoſed, namely the offering a 
variety of obſervations upon this portion of 
the ſacred hiſtory, which appear of general 
uſe, and importance. And, 


1. Wæ may clearly Nn that truth 
neither 


( is 


Ader epd n nor can be judged of 
by the numbers, which, in any given caſe, 
N en e 


Tno' in he afcitings of the antient heath- 
en philoſophers we meet wath high and — 
encomiums upon — clearneſs and 
truth, when properly placed before the a 
of the mind; yet thay ſeem univerſally to 
have agreed, that it requires cloſe attention, 
accurate enquiries, and ſutable di to 
diſcover, acknowledge, and embrace it. I is 
the advice of Solomon, and this, doubtleſs with 
a reference to its nature, as well as value, i 
ſeek for it as filuer, and dig as for aden 
treaſure.---When therefore, we conſider the 
indolence of ſore men the ſlender advan« 
tages of others---thevarious avocations of life, 
and the ſeveral prejudices, paſſions, vices, 
and oppoſite intereſts, prevailing m theworld; 
we may eaſily concewe the poſſibility of error 
being generally countenanced ; while the 
friends of truth are few, and meet with the 
utmoſt n Wir 


BuT what a little 3 
the world might lead us to ſuſpect, the pre- 
ſent hiſtory abundantly confirms. Here was 

the 


( 26 } 


the whole convocation of Ifraelitiſh prophets 
inſt one prophet of the Loxp-----Four 
hundred oppoſing their voices to that of a 
ſingle man ; and yet the truth (the only 
auxihary he had) was upon his fide. What 
is even more remarkable, here was a numer- 
ous body of men, whoſe characters and office 
ought, eſpecially, to have been above 
fraud and diſſimulation, combined in the 
ſupport of error; and thro' ſecular views, 
forctelling events, of which, they muſt be in- 
wardly. conſcious they had no knowledge. 
Nor have later ages been deſtitute of facts 
which corroborate the toregoing remark- 
Witneſs the . ſpread of Mahometaniſm and 
Popery in the world: So that let numbers 
be the criterion of truth, and we embrace the 
impoſtures of the one, or the ſuperſtitious 
rites of the other: nay, purſue the argument 
to its full extent, and we ſink into the dark- 
neſs and d idolatry of paganiſm itſelf. 


Arkow me farther - to appeal to the 
manner in which truth has been diſcovered, 
and gained ground in the chriſtian church: 
----Doth hiſtory give the credit of it to 
councils, aſſemblies, convocations, and ſy- 
nods ?---Hath it not been firſt learnt and 


pro- 


N 
propounded by ſome individuals; who, with 
more enlarged minds, and by ſtriter enquiry, 
have entered into its nature; and, like the 
prophet Micaiah, have ventured to ſupport 
it, at the hazard of their lives----The world, 


my Brethren, has ſeen the day, when a 


Luther, a Calvin, a Ridley, a Latimer, and a 
few other reformers, had more truth on their 


ſide, and greater honeſty to declare it, than 
the whole confitory of cardinals, biſhops, and 
prieſts, (by what ever title diſtinguiſhed) with 
a pretended infallible pope at their head ---- 
But J obſerve, 


2. THAT neither can we rely upon any 
external wvenerableneſs of particular characters 
and offices; or, upon the poſitive manner 
in which any doctrine is delivered; while, on 
the other hand, we learn tae folly and danger 
of being prejudiced againſt doctrines, from 


the low tuation, or popular contempt in 
which the preachers of them are held. 


Wuar ſet of men can we ſuppoſe more 
venerable in their appearance, or held in greater 
eſteem by the Iſraelitiſh nation, than the four 
hundred prophets now aſſembled together. 
Without doubt, they were what a bench of 


C biſhops 


5 
Biſhops, or an aſſembly of divines, would be 
thought at the preſent day. That they were 
falſe prophets, and, moſt probably, the four 
hundred of the grove (Elijah had deſtroyed 
the reſt) who eat at the table of Jezabel, we 
readily allow; and,conſequently,thecompariſon 
may appear invidious and unjuſt. But we 
ought to reflect, that the real difference of 
character enters not here into the queſtion ; 
the only point is, in what light they were 
eſteemed ; and whether the people, from this 


prepoſſeſſion, had not cqual reaſon to rely 


upon their deciſion ; as we can have, ſolely; 
upon this account, to admit as true, what 
any body of men ſhall dictate to us. 


Wr may now, probably be ſurprized, that 
any deference ſhould be paid to, or confi- 
dence placed in them ; But whence doth this 
ariſe ?---Is it not owing merely, to our not 
being the diſciples of that age, and having no 
prejudice in their favour ? Should we not, 
probably, have entertained the fame ſenti- 
ments with the Iſraelites, previous to the 
accompliſhment of the prediction? Without 
we can prove then, that the power and will 
to deceive, is confined to particular parties 
and ſeaſons ; or, that prejudice, ſelf intereſt, 

and 
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and corrupt paſſions cannot influence any 
ſet of men, when collected into a numerous 
body, which biaſs them as individuals; no 
argument can ariſe from their titles, the 
general veneration which is paid them, or 
other external appearances, to make us 


implicitly accept their determinations as the 
criterion of truth. 


Acain ; if the confidence with which men 
utter their ſentiments is either a proof of 
their ſincerity, or an abſolute ground for our 
reliance upon them; where, ſhall we meet 
with a greater degree of it, than in the 
hiſtory before us-----Go vp ſay they, for the 
LOR D ſhall deliver the place into thine hand 
---- And with theſe, or after this manner, ſaith 
Zedikiah(probablyimitating with his horns of 
iron theactionof afurious beaſt) ſhalt thou puſh 
the Syrians till thou haſt conſumed them. 
Thich ay vent the ſpirit of the LORD, 
addreſſing himſelf to Micaiab, from me, to ſpeak 
unt thee ? .-Had the ſtory been purpoſely 
intended to guard the mind againſt theſe 
inlets to error and deception, no contraſt 
could be drawn in a more ſtriking light, of 
tend more powerfully to affect us. 


C2 ON 
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On the one ſide, we ſee numbers,---venera- 
bleneſs of character, - unanimity of voice, 
conſummateaſſurance,---and court favour.--- 
On the other---Micaiah---fingular in his opi- 


nion modeſt in his declarations---probably, 


mean and low in his appearance---and un- 
ſupported by any thing, but conſcious mte- 
grity.----How inſtructive is the event---This 
man, tho' now deſpiſed and hated, laid open 
the truth ; while they, with all theſe favour- 
able appearances, became convicted of the 


moſt ſhameful flattery and falſhood. Our 


pointing out the fallacy of the foregoing 
rules conſidered as criterions of truth, would 
be of little importance, if 1t was not. for 
obſerving, 


3. Tux great inſſuence they have had upon 


the minds of men thro' all ages of the world. 


JenosHoPHarT, tho' he appears to have 
ſuſpected the prophets ; was engaged, thro' 


their inſtigations (thus ſtrongly ſupported) 
to go up with Ahab to battle, and expoſe his 


life to the moſt imminent hazard---But this 
is only a trifling ſpecimen of that wrong 
biaſs which hiſtory has illuſtrated by ſuch 


glaring and melancholy proofs. 
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In this Hght, Jmay refer to the treatment 
which CnzrsT and his doctrines at firſt met 
with from the world. Was this owing to the 
real nature of his character and inſtructions, 
That the one was bad and the other falſe 
and deluſive ?---No----By the confeſſion of 
his enemies, he ſpoke as never man ſpake. They 
allowed, with aſtoniſhment, no' man could 
do the works which he did, except G O D was 
with him But the cauſe had been judged 
and determined before----Can any good thing 
come out of Nazareth? Is not this the 
carpenter's fon ?---= Have any of our rulers and 
great men believed on him? Such were the 
daily expreſſions, which ſhewed the ſenti- 
ments of their minds ; and teach us the 
influence which nlinbets. authority, and 
external appearance, have to warp the judg- 
ment, and prevent the ſpread of truth. 


Nox are their effects confined here : ſince 
nothing has tended more to corrupt and 
deſtroy it, when diſcovered, and made known 
to mankind---Thus we ſee how ſoon the 
doctrines of Chriſtianity were altered, and 
evaded by the powers of this world: How | 
r an aſſumed ſacredneſs of character, 


ſup- 
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ſupported by cunning, and yielded to by 
indolence and credulity, prepared the way for 
the moſt daring innovations -Namely, a 
contempt of ſcripture authority, a proſtitu- 
tion of its moſt ſacred rights, and the intro- 
duction of every low artifice, which could 
enflave the human race.----The manner in 
which men of corrupt minds have been 
ſuffered to riſe to power in the church of 
Cur1sT, the deference paid to their opinion, 
the undue influence which they have acquired 
over their fellow creatures, and the unhappy 
effects which have flowed from hence, are 
ſtanding memorials of our danger; and point 
out the true method of avoiding it. 


Wu Luther, Calvin, and other reformers 
attempted from the new Teſtament to ſhew 
the errors of the romiſh church ; it's defen- 
ders immediately fled for ſhelter to the 
authority of ſome antient fathers, the 
deciſions of their councils, and their eſta- 
bliſned creeds and confeſſions ; and, if the 
foundation of their reaſoning had been equally 
valid with the inferences drawn from it, we 
muſt allow they had much the better of the 
argument---Devoutly, is it to be wiſhed, that 
the ſame views and principles, tho ex- 


preſſed 


UE. 
preſſed by different parties, and under differ- 
ent colourings and denominations, had never 
entered into the plan and conſtitution of our 
reformed churches---But alas! when will 
the happy time come ? Wherein men, laying 
aſide their prejudices and paſſions, ſhall 
acknowledge Car1sT, as their only ſpiritual 
Loxp; and accept his word, as the ſole rule 
of their faith and conduct: When they will be 
influenced, not by human authority, but 
rational enquiry and conviction ; and, truth 
will appear an acquiſition, which depends, 
not upon fancy and opinion, but is, in its 
own nature, fixed and unalterable; to be 
ſought with care, founded upon evidence, 
embraced after inward conviction, adhered to 
with fidelity and reſolution, followed ſo far, 


as we can diſcover it, and prized above every 
other object. A 


4. OBSERVATION ariſing from the hiſtory 
is, the juſt diſtinction to be made betwixt a 
defire of knowledge, and a love of truth. 


Anas could earneſtly adjure Micaiah, in 
the name of the Lox, to tell him the truth: 
Vet he hated both the ſpeaker,and the truths 
he delivered. He wiſhed for ſuch informa- 

: non 
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tion as might gratify his deſires, but any 
thing contrary to them, how true ſo ever in 
its own nature, could find no admittance. 


Tus is a picture of thoſe perſons' minds; 
who, while they appear eager after knowledge, 
ſearch for it, only, in ſuch a particular track, 


as tends to feed, rather, than diſcover their 


prejudices; and to narrow, inſtead of open- 


ing and enlarging the powers of the mind. 


They will read with pleaſure any thing which 
appears to confirm their pre-conceived ſenti- 
ments; while nothing is reliſhed, which 
attempts to ſhew the fallacy of theſe ſenti- 
ments themſelves---But where a ſincere love 
of truth prevails, we are diſpoſed to hear 
arguments againſt, as well as in favour of, 
our opinions--No man is eſteemed an enemy, 
who, with candour and temper, attempts to 
convince us of our error ; and we become on 
the one hand, ready to part with the moſt 
darling tenet after ſuch conviction, as on the 
other, firmly to adhere to truths which, upon 
this evidence, appear reaſonable and well 
grounded. In fine, a defire of knowledge 
may ariſe only from the head, but a love of 
truth 1s ever the offspring of a well regulated 


heart---This will appear more fully from 
obſerving. 5. Tur 
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5. Tux different light, in which the ſame 
ſubjects appear, and are conſidered, accord- 
ing as time, reflection, and other cauſes, have 
contributed to remove our prejudices, "__ 
mcg e our paſſions. 


Tas oonthuling event in the hiſtory before 
us, ſoon taught the Iſraelites, how little they 
could rely upon external appearances ; But, 
this was a leſſon, which, if prejudice and 
paſſion had not intervened ; | they might pro- 
bably, have known before. At firſt, we are 
apt to conſider every thing which oppoſeth 
our preſent views and fentiments with diſ- 
guſt=--It is an attack upon the ſloth of the 
indolent mind----the felf ſufficiency of the 
wiſe and conceited- and the darling purſuits 
and worldly intereſts of the wicked and cor- 
rupt heart---But, where our reaſon is allowed 
full ſcope, and we examine with candour and 
impartiality ; ſuſpending our judgment when 
the evidence is weak, and altering it where 
we find ourſelves miſtaken Such a conduct, 
(which is the attendant upon well regulated 
affections,) would enable us to diſcern, what 
experience alone, can teach others; and 


quickly overturn the baſeleſs fabrick wr error 
and falſhood. 


A 
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Wut the pure and benevolent religion of 
JInsus was firſt propagated, what could be 
eſteemed ſo falſe and dangerous; or actually, 
was treated with higher contempt : while, 
men in ſucceeding ages, whoſe prejudices are 
removed, and their reaſon and judgment 
allowed free exerciſe, have conſidered it as 
the power and wiſdom of Gop to their eter- 
nal ſalvation. What? was ever thought more 
erroneous, or abounding with greater hereſy, 
than the doctrines of the Reformation: What 
horror did it's,(then eſteemed, ) impious tenets 
excite in the minds of men; who many of 
them thought that Antichriſt, or the end 
of the world, was moſt certainly come —.— 
And yet, we can perceive and acknowledge it 
was the cauſe of truth, liberty, and | ighte- 
ouſnels. 


721 Sven ſtriking inſtances, and remarkable 
variations as theſe, (all owing to the manner 
and, diſpoſition with which we conſider 
objects) ſhould certainly make us cautious in 
cenſuring and rejecting any ſentiments pro- 
poſed to our attention, at the preſent day, 
without, their undergoing aſtrict examination. 
In your ding againſt error, one eſſential ſtep 
1s, 


L I 
1s, to enquire. what is ſuch; leaſt, as in the 
caſes above mentioned, we be found oppoſers 


of the truth, and of that doctrine which: 1s 
according to ee 


AND let us outlier if light h hath broke in 
upon that night of darkneſs which Popery 
introduced, what, ſhould prevent the poſſibi - 
lity, or even certainty, of higher and greater 
diſcoveries being made? Is not the world capable 
of improvement? Are not other arts and 
ſciences riſing by the labour of ages? And 
may I not appeal to every private chriſtian, 
who reads his bible with the leaſt attention, 
whether ſome errors arenot corrected, or ſome 
truths ſet in a clearer light, by every freſh 
peruſal ?---What, therefore, ſhould hinder 
the miniſters of ' the goſpel, at the preſent 
day, (whoſe employment it is to ſtudy. the 
ſcriptures) from making higher advances in 
divine truth and knowledge---Are there no 
errors which may have eſcaped detection, nor 
any doctrines which can admit new light be- 
ing thrown upon them? Valuable as the la- 
bours and attainments of our forefathers 
were, yet, did wiſdom die with them? Have 
not ſucceeding ages their works to build 
9 170 ? And may not the miniſters of the 

"0-6 | goſpel, 
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goſpel, in every period, by the exerciſe of the 
ſame powers, equal application, and, attend- 
ed with the divine bleſſing and aſſiſtance, 


prove the means of enlarging our chriſtian 
n 4 and 1 es Mpc ? 


6. How e . are b HEY 
the ſpread of truth, and their own intereſt, 
when like Ahab, they hate thoſe miniſters 
who ſpeak not what is agrecable to dhe ſen- 
timents and ien + 


As error a vice are evils to which we 
are all liable; ſo, wherever they take place, 
they reſemble ſome diforders of the human 
body, which make us loath what would be of 
the utmoſt ſervice, and covet what tends to 
our miſery and ruin] hate bim, faith Ahab, 
becauſe he prophecies not good but evil concerni ng 
me---Yet,we know the evil he ſpoke, if Ahab 
had attended to it; might have ſaved him from 
deſtruction - Nevertheleſs, there was, and 
ever will be, in the ſame ſituation, a much 
greater chance of not hearing it at all Upon a 
weaker and more timid ſpirit, ſuch a temper 
as Ahab's, would have had it's effect; and, 
in the room of truth, the beſt he could ex- 


pect was ſilence; and, not improbably, the 


wretched 


„ 


Vvretched ſoothings of deſtructive flattery and 


falſhood. If this prince s mchnations had varied 
often, as the wind, here were four hundred 
perſons ready, like the weather cock, to have 
veered round with them The erafty and ſelf 
intereſted are ſure to take advantage of our 
folly in this reſpect; while the timid, tho', in 
general, honeſt perſon, will behold us either 
with filent grief; or, probably, while he 
ſeeth us ignorant and naked as to truth and 


virtue, paſs by, like the prief and Liewete, en 
the orher WP: ©: ©. > 


Ir may be aſked cond left t 0 every 1 man's 
judgment to give the anſwer) whether it is 
not expected from miniſters of the goſpel; 
that they impartially enquire into, and faith, 
fully recommend, the doctrines and precepts 
of it? Would he with that one, whom he 
has choſe to bear witneſs to the truth, ſhould 
pay greater regard to his approbation, than 
the real advancement of chriſtiantty? Or could 
he eſteem the perſon, who, in order to gain 
a ſcanty ſupport, ſubmits to the baſe drudgery 
of flattering his prejudices, and accommodat- 
ing the goſpel to his taſte, tho contrary to 
his own better informed judgment ?==---Such 
meaſures may, for the preſent, amuſe and 


give 
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give a temporary eaſe to the wicked and cor- 


rupt mind But where is the man, in whoſe 
breaſt the leaſt relifh for truth and goodneſs 
remains, who would wiſh, like Ahab, good 
to be ſpoke, which has nothing but talſhood 
and flattery for it's foundation and ſupport ? 
Who, is there! but muſt admire the conduct 
and reſolution of the prophet ?----Who can 
avoid wiſhing! that every miniſter of the 58 
pel _ reſemble him? | | 


Wi. you then lots me (if not already 
acquainted withit) to tell you a ſecret: namely, 
that nothing hath, or doth at preſent, fo 
effectually prevent this, as the tempers of 
their reſpective hearers. It is, thro all ages, 


certain, that if the people chuſe to have it ſo; 


the prophets of the Lox vo lie under the ſtrong- 
eſt temptations to ſpeak falſely: Only picture 
to yourſelves, a miniſter of the goſpel in his 
cloſet, examining into the will of his heavenly 
maſter, and you will readily admit, he ought 
to conſider it with impartiality, and receive 
and recommend the truth in the love thereof. 
But, if he knows your temper is ſuch, that 
the more he is concerned for your improve- 
ment, and the greater fidelity and freedom he 
exerciſeth, the leſs will your love abound to 


him. 


* Þ 
him. If his character ſhall be traduced - 
Your contributions leſſened or withdrawn 
---Your friendſhip and kind regards wholly 
alienated Will all this, think you, have no 
influence to damp the ardour of enquiry ; to 
darken and obſcure his expreſſions; and 
make him ſilent, as to many truths ; which, 
(tho'- not abſolutely: effential to future hap- 

pineſs) might enlarge your chriſtian know- 
ledge,and heighten your religious pleaſure and 
joy? Suppoſe him yet farther, in a great 
meaſure, if not wholly, dependent-upon you 
for his ſupport in life----Perhaps, ſurround- 
ed with a numerous and helplefs family, who 
look up to him for their daily bread---And 
can you think there 1s here, no. temptation 
to prevaricate ; or, that a perſon will examine 
ſo carefully, or ſpeak ſo freely, when want and 
diſtreſs are the a e of it?; 


Ir you would therefor e, promote the © forcad 
and mtereſts of truth, encourage your mini- 
ſters, by every means in your power, to exa- 
mine into, and ſpeak it. Remember, they 
are men ſubject to like paſſions with your- 
ſelves; equally to be influenced by fear; warp- 
ed by ſelf intereſt; and ſwayed by a love of 
popularity -If you think them erroneous, 


pity 


1 

pity and pray for them as eat, but cenſure 
and hate them not, (where you perceive dili- 
gence of enquiry and goodneſs of heart) as 
wicked and corrupt brethren----Such a tem- 
per on your fide, will encreaſe a love of, 
and defire to ſpread, the truths of chriſtianity 
on their's ----In fine; when they are thus 
treated with candour and generofity ; and 
perceive you approve their well meant concern 
and intentions----That you judge of them, 
not from partial views, but general upright- 
neſs and honeſty of character ; they will not 
fail to declare the whole counkal of Gop ; 
and both ſpeaker and hearer become mutu- 

ally advancing 3 in religious knowledge, n 
and joy. The 

7. AND laſt obſervation is- The excellent 
pattern here afforded by the prophet, for all 
miniſters to copy after and imitate. 


Ir theſe events of former ages were re- 
corded, as an inſpired apoſtle obſerves, for 
Our examples ; the preſent character merits, 
in an eſpecial manner, your attention, my 
Reverend Brethren, and my own. Our office, 
duty and general qualifications, (if we except 
the gift of inſpiration and an immediate miſ- 

ſion 
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ſion from Gop) are ſimilar to his And from 
our character and profeſſion, we lie under an 
indiſpenſable obligation to preach the goſ- 
pel, and bear witneſs to the truth, ſo far as 
we can become acquainted with it. 


DiLIG ENR of enquiry attended with the 
divine bleſſing, is the only foundation and 
means for becoming acquainted with the doc- 
trines of chriſtianity: and to ſpeak them like 
the prophet, with reſolution and ſincerity, 
the great proof of our love ot it and d regard 
for mankind. 


Ir miſt readily be allowed, that, as this 
invaluable - truſt is committed to weak and 
fallible men; we ought ever to be duly ſen- 
ſible of our own liableneſs to ignorance and 
error. We have conſtant reaſon to guard a- 
gainſt the pride and vanity of our own minds; 

and prudence and diſcretion ſhould direct in 
the exerciſe of our profeſſion, and the inter- 
courſe we hold with mankind----=But ſhall 
we, under the plea of being governed by 
theſe excellent virtues, give way to that timid 
ſpirit, which makes us aſhamed of truth, and 
engages us to ſeek a cloak for our real ſen- 
timents ?-----Is there no danger of our be- 

E coming 
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coming takewarm friends to its cauſe and 
intereſt, and ſuffering the temptations and dif- 
ficulties we experience to biaſs our judg- 
ment, weaken our zeal, and throw our 
expreſſions into obſcurity? 


Wr are not, it is true, expoſed, like the 
prophet Micaiah, to immediate ſuffering; 
neither have we the ſolicitations of a meſſen- 
ger to reſiſt, or the anger of an enraged 
prince to apprehend; but there are, my 
Brethren, innumerable other ſecret engines at 
work within our breaſts, which often do the 
buſineſs more effectually-Indolence, ſelf 
intereſt, a love of eaſe, and deſire of popula- 
rity, may all be conſidered as meſſengers, 
who inſinuate themſelves into the heart; 
and weaken our ardour and reſolution. 


Tur language in which they addreſs us 
is ſimilar to what we find uſed in the hiſtory 
before us. To what purpoſe is it, will they 
* plead, for you to employ pains in ſtudying 
© the doctrines of chriſtianity, and learning 
&« the will of your heavenly maſter----Adopt, 
jf you are wiſe, the popular ſentiments ; let 
your words be agreeable to the tenets of 

N a forefathers ; and ſuited to the preju- 
dlces 
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« dices of the age in which you hve. In fine 
« ſpeak that which they eſteeni good, and 
you ſecure their favour, you will enjoy 
e their countenance and fupport. But ſhould 
* conſcience remonſtrate ; and you cannot, 
« without pain, thus far give up a re- 
e gard to truth; chuſe a middle and more 
e eaſy courſe----Endeavour to model your 
« expreſſions after ſuch a manner, that a 
« double, or different ſenſe may be put upon 
e them, which you may underſtand in one 
« light, and your hearers in another. Study 
« not to give them clear views of what you 
« are recommending ; but by an affected 
« ambiguity of ſtile and ſentiment, to render 
your own ſituation quiet and eaſy, Look 
„ ſhy at, and keep aloof from, thoſe of your 
* Brethren, whoſe ſentiments, you would 
have your people to believe, are different 
« from your own ; and now, and then, in- 
e veigh againſt the errors of ſome obnoxious 
party; tho' in your own private judgment, 
<« the form of an expreſſion, or the mere 
e alteration of a trifling word, is the only 
« ground of difference and ſeparation. Theſe 
care the practices, my friends, to which we 
* would adviſe you---For why ſhould you 
« wiltully expoſe yourſelves to the frowns and 
| c reſent- 
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« relentment of mankind ? Why, for the ſake 
tc of truth, incur the imputation of ſingula- 
c rity, forfeit your repoſe-----myure your 
© fortunes----and loſe the eſteem of your for- 
mer friends and wellwiſhers?---Forego then 
« theſe viſionary romantic ſchemes----conſult 
« wiſely for your own intereſt, and ſpeak 
te that which others may receive as good, and 
« palatable to their inclinations.” 


AFTER ſuch a manner, my brethren, and 
often with too perſuaſive rhetoric, does the 
world accoſt us. But, in looking on the 
other ſide, we behold truth, or rather CurisT 
the great author of it, thus, affording a powers 
ful antidote to it's allurements. 


« Go on, my friends, will he ſay, in the 


* ſupport of my cauſe and intereſt, with un- 


« ſhaken fidelity and reſolution. Let this be 
ce the motto of your chriſtian arms 
«© WE PREACH NOT OURSELVES, BUT CHRIST 
«© JESUS THE LORD You will not 
« probably, in ſuch a courſe, gain the 

« honours and emoluments of the world ; 
« but you will ſecure inward peace of mind. 
It may not procure general eſteem and ex- 
« tenſfive popularity, but you will poſleſs the 
« regard 
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te regard of the truly wiſe and good On 
« many occaſions, you will ſuffer for your 
* honeſt attachment to my cauſe ; but, ere 
long, you will, like the prophet, appear 
** with greater advantage. Finally, remem- 
« ber, that with the moſt refined arts of 
e falſhood and diſſimulation, all you can poſ- 
« ſibly attain, is the ſhort lived applauſe of 
« mankind, and the tranſitory enjoyments of 
e this preſent world: but if you are faithful 
« to me-----If you have a ſingle eye to my 
« glory, and the intereſt of my kingdom, you 
„will be owned and applauded at the gene- 
ral day of accounts, and enter upon the 
« unfading joys of a bleſſed eternity ”----- 
Which of theſe alternatives, my Brethren, a 
wiſe man would chuſe, need not be men- 
tioned-----May Gop of his infinite mercy ſo 
direct and aſſiſt us, that we may be found 
faithful here, and receive at laſt the approba- 
tion of our great LoRx D and Head. 
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